Renal mucormycosis: computerized tomographic findings and their diagnostic significance.
Isolated renal involvement by mucormycosis has been reported rarely in immunocompromised individuals. We describe four patients with mucormycosis confined to the kidneys, three of whom did not exhibit any predisposing factors. Only one patient had acute viral hepatitis with fulminant hepatic failure as the preceding disease. Two patients presented with oliguric renal failure of undetermined etiology and investigations revealed bilateral extensive involvement of the kidneys. Computerized tomography showed diffuse enlargement of the kidneys and multiple low-density areas. Treatment included systemic amphotericin B therapy in all four patients and nephrectomy in three patients. Two patients recovered completely. Our experience emphasizes the need for a high index of suspicion and recognition of computed tomographic scan appearances for making a prompt diagnosis. Early surgical intervention and systemic antifungal therapy are necessary for survival in this life-threatening condition.